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HEN TI look 4 upon millions ef 
noble ſubtances (in the creation) and 
carry with me this transporting reflection, K The 
« Maker of them all expired on a croſs for 


c me: how can J remain any longer indif- 


ferent ? Muſt not the coldeſt heart hegin to glow 
with gratitude ® When 1 ſurvey an immenſity of 
the fineſt productions imaginable; and remember, 


that the author of them all is, © My righteouſ- 


neſs and my redemption: how can I chuſe 


but repoſe the moſt cheer ful confidence in ſuch a 


mediator ?892 


. 
* 


Jas. Hervey's Medit. Vol. I. P- 124. 


B E thy moſt conſtant attention fixed on that 
lovely and forrowful ſpefacle, behold the ſpot- 
leſs victim nailed to the tree, and ſtabbed to 
the heart. Hear him pouring out his prayers 


Por his murderers, before he poured out his ſoul 
For transgreſſors. See the wounds that ſtream 


3 
* 
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with forgiveneſs, and bleed balm for a diftem- 
pered world. O! ſee the juſtice of the Almighty, 
and his goedneſs; his mercy and his venzeance; 

every tremendous and gracious attribute mani- 
Teſted; manifeſted with inexpreſſible glory, in 

that moſt ignominious, yet grundeſt of transac- 
lions. 


: Ibidem, Vol. II. p- 153. 
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CHRIST CRUCIFIED is the library, 
which triumphant fouls will be ſtudying to all 
eternity. Other knowledge than the knowledge 
of Chriſt, is apt to fwell men into high conceits 

and opinions of themſelves; this brings them to 
the trueſt view of themſelves, and thereby to humi- 
lity and ſobriety. Other knowledge leaves men's 
Hearts as it found them; this alters them and 
makes them better. So transcendent an excellency 
2s there in the knowledge of Chriſt crucified 
above the ſublimeſt ſpeculatiens in the world. 


' Biſhop Stillingfleet”s Ideas on a 
books entitled the Maxims. 
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TN the words of Se, Paul, 1 Cor. 1, 4 
mention is made of a doftrine, upon 
which depends cur ſalvation, and which we 
do not diſcover otherwiſe, than by the holy 


Seripture. It is therefore not only benefi- 


cial, but alſo necefary to give it a due conſi 
deration. 


For this renin.” 200 will lay the holy 


ſeripture for the ſole foundation of every 


thing we are going to ſay on this ſubject. 

May God our Saviour graciouſly bleſs, 
what may be "OT to the benefit of * 
fouls. 


58 1. 


\ ON hath ina particular n manner reveal- 

ed his love to mankind, 1 in that He ſent 

his only begotten Son into the world that we 
might live through Him. (a) Of this only 
Son of God it is ſaid: * God was manifeſt in 
© the fleſh” (b) and: * The word was made 
ce fleſh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld 
ce his olory, the glory as of the only begotten 


© of the Father) full of grace and truth.“ (c) 


. 5 


@) _ 3, 16, G 1 Tim, 3, 16. (e) John. I, * 
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As alſo: © For as much then as the 
e children are partakers of fleſh and blood 


He alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the 


<« ſame”, (d) He is then become a true man, 
and this man Jeſus Chriſt is the only Me- 
diator between God and men, who gave 


Himſelf a ranſom for all. (e) But He was a 


man without fin, David ſays : ” Behold, 


was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did 
ce my mother conceive me; (f) but the angel 
of God declared to Mary: © the Holy Ghoſt 
<< ſhall come upon thee, and the power of the 


«Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee; therefore 
d alſo that holy Thing, which ſhall be born 
d of thee, ſhall be called the Son of God.” (g) 


That therefore, which was conceived in the 
virgin Mary, was of the Holy Ghoſt, and whar 


ſhe bore was that holy thing, called the Son 


of God. (h) a 
Now as our Lord and Saviour was the Holy 
Thing from his conception, fo He always 


remained the ſame. The law of God remain- 
ed within his heart, (i) that is, He _ God 


with all his heart, and with all his ſou} and 
with all his mind, and with all his ſtrength; 


and mankind He ſo loved, that he gave his 


life for them. He was the molt complete 


image of his Father, (k) and as God is love, () 


(d) Hebr. 2, 14. (e) 1 Tim. 2, 5. 6. (f) Pſalm, 51, 5 
(g) Luke. 1, 35. ch) Matth. 1, 20, (i) Pſalm, 40, $- 
00 Col. 51s: (11 John 4, 8. . 


_ .- ar" 
2 — 
A - 
pr ES. 2% e 
2 SOT 0 Fr "ds = "126 
* «08 pods * * "REY , 
Ly 3 J . 2 0 


CE. 2-3 


o alſo was He love. It was his meat todo 

the will of his Father. (m) He knew no ſin, (n) 
Was without blemiſh and without ſpot. (o) He 
made himſelf of no reputation and took upon 
lim the form of a ſervant, and was made in the 
likeneſs of men. (p) He was meek and lowly 
in heart. (q) Though. He was rich, yet for 
bor ſakes He became poor, that we through 
> his poverty might be rich. (r) And He denied: 
his help to no man. (s) Now He being en- 
tirely without blemiſh, deſerved no puniſh- 
ment, much leſs the ſhameful and torturing 
7 death on the croſs. 5 5 

8 2 

bears of the corruption of mankind, may be 
comprized in the following. God the Lord ſaw 
before the deluge, that every imagination of the 
thoughts of man's heart was only evil conti- 
 nually, (t) and after the flood he declared; 
© that the imagination of man's heart is evil 
« from his youth.” (u) The eyes of God 
moſt certainly fee aright, and what He ſays 
is undoubtedly truth. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ſays: From within, out of the heart of men, 
5 0%: proceed. 
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I (m) John 4, 34. (n) 2 Cor. 5, 21. (o) 1Pet, 1 r97- 
+ (Cp) Philip. 2, 7. (q) Matth. T1, 29. (r) 2 Cor. 8, 9 
) AR, 10, 38, (t) Gen, 6, 5, (o) Gen, 8, 21. 
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proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, thefts, covetouſneſs, wickedneſs, 
deceit, laſciviouſneſs, an evil eye, ef 
Pride, fooliſnneſs.“ (v) my then theſe evil 
things come from within; from the heart of 
men, they muſt refide there. The corrupted 
and as it were, poiſoned nature of man, both 
in ſoul and body, is in ſcripture called 
fleſh. (w) What fruits then does the fleſh 
bear? St. Paul fays: © The works of the fleſh 
are manifeſt, \Which are theſe: adultery, for- 
4 nication, anclkanneth; laſciviouſneſs, idola- 
« try, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula- 
« tions, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, hereſies, en- 
«« vyings, murders, drunkenneſs, revellings, 
and ſuch like.” (x) 
There are therefore more ſuch evil things, 
that we have to note, as bad fruits, proceed- 
ing from the corruption of men; and we have 
reaſon to be terrified at them. How it was 
among the heathen St. Paul comprizes ſhortly 
in this: „Being filled with all unrighteouſ- 
« neſs, fornication, wickedneſs, covetouſneſs, 
ce maliciouſneſs : full of envy, murder, debate, 
« deceit, malignity; whiſperers, backbiters, 
« haters of God, deſpiteful, proud, boaſters, 
« inventors of evil things, diſobedient to 
ce parents, without underſtanding, covenant 
„ breakers, without natural affection, impla- 
cable, 


(v) Mark, 7, 21. 22, (w) John. 3,6. (x) Gal. 15, 19, 20, 21, 
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cc cable, unmerciful and ſo forth.“ (y) That 
things were not better among the Jews, he 
plainly and fully ſhews in the following chap- 
bane great earneſtneſs. (2) And doth it 
not clearly appear that with thoſe in Chriſten» 
dom whoare become diſobedient to the goſpel, 
the caſe is juſt the ſame? Are theſe not un- 
deniable teſtimonies of the entire corruption 
of mankind? Add to this, that we, by not 
doing that which 1s good, and which God 
has commanded us, do actually fin as much, 
as by doing that which is bad and forbidden 
by Him. To this belongeth the omiſſion of. 
faith in God, fear of God, love of God, con- 
fidence in God, love to our neighbour, &c. 
becauſe every tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn-down, and caſt into the fire. (a) 


VS: 3. 


Now: it may happen, that one or the 
other perſon thinks: Oh!] in this or that ſin 
« I am however not fallen.” But is he 
therefore without blame? According to the 

declaration of God * There is none guiltleſs: 
there is none righteous, no, et one.” (b) © There 
e 1s no difference, for all have ſinned and 
* come ſhort of the glory of God,” (c) that 
A 3 - IS, 


(y) Rom. 1, 29•31. (2) Rom. 2, 19. &C, (a) Match. 19. 
(b) Rom, 3, 10-18. (e) Rom. 3, 23: 11 22 


: * 6 ] 
is, the precious image of God, in a which they 
were created, 1s loſt. 

To this day I cannot comprehend how it 
can be poſſible for men of knowledge, who 


are acquainted with ſacred and profane hiſtory 
and to whom the preſent ſituation of mankind 


cannot be unknown, ſtill to uſe ſuch lan- 


guage as this: Let no one think, that man- 
kind are fo very corrupted; and much leſs 
« ſhould it be ſo loudly and ſtrongly inſiſted 
on.” 

The following ideas may have occaſioned 
them to lay ſo. They want perhaps to make 
themſelves and others virtuous, without com- 
ming to Chriſt. If they ſhould allow, that 
mankind are ſo thoroughly corrupted, as they 
truly are, they would alſo be obliged to believe, 


that it would not be in their power, with all 


their working and doing, truly to become 
virtuous without Chriſt. 

It is ſaid: If people be encouraged to ſeek 
for virtue; and at the ſame time hear, how 
very cor rupted man 1s, will they not be diſ- 
heartened and let their hands entirely link? To 
this I anſwer from my own experience, and 


with great certainty: * Teſtify to the people 


cordially, fincerely and according to plain 
truth, that they are utterly corrupted, both in 
ſoul and body; but ſhew them at the ſame time, 
that Chriſt Feſus came into the world to ſave 
Hnners from all their wretchednels and __ 
Ane 
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© {halt lurely die.“ (d) 
(9) Oel 2, 17. 
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and that in his offering and propitiation, all 
the world may find grace and freedom from 
all fin.” © Beg them, with all their miſery to 


throw themſelves at His feet, believing aſſu- 


redly, that He both can and will help them: 


They will then receive power to become chil- 


dren of God.” He will forgive them their 


ſins and heal all their infirmities.” © From 
Him they will receive a new heart and a new... 
ſpirit; and He will make of them ſuch people, 
as walk in his ways, keep and gladly follow 


his commandments.” „His love will fill 


their hearts, and they will, by the riches of 


his grace, receive ſtrength for, and take de- 
light in, truly virtuous actions; and their 
ſinful nature will not diſcourage them on their 
path of virtue, but will only drive them the 


more to Chriſt for his aſliitance.” This is 
the right road to arrive at genuine virtue; 
of which there are, God be praiſed, many 
thouſand witneſſes Who can confirm 1 it by their 


own experience. 


84. 


But, what is the contin of men's be- 


ing 7 „Death.“ God the Lord ſaid 


to the firſt man: Of the tree of the know- 
« ledge of good and evil, thou ſhalt not eat; 
« for in the day that thou eateſt thereof, thou 
: And ſo death paſſed 
vpon 
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E 
upon all men, for chat all have ſinned,” (e) 
For the wages of fin is death. 

Life is : very oppoſite to death, becauſe 
when life ceaſes,. death follows. Now the 
ſcripture ſpeaketh'of a natural, a ſpiritual, 


and alfo of an eternal life: (f) likewiſe of a , 
natural, . ſpiritual and eternal death, When 
the Lord our Saviour ſays : © Be thou faithful 


< unto death and I will give thee a crown of 
« life,” (g) He means the natural death. In the 
words of John: „We know that we have 
© paſſed from death untolife, becauſe we love 
© the brethren,” (h) is meant the ſpiritual 


« Death,” When it is ſaid in ſcripture : 


« The fearful and unbelieving and the abo- 


e minable, and murderers, and whoremongers 


« and ſorcerers, and idolaters andall liars, fall 
« have their part in the lake, which burneth 
«© with fire * brimſtone; which is the ſecond 
„death; (i) it is evident, that C death“ 


is to be underſtood. As therefore the natural 
death, when foul and body part, and the 
| 1 death, when a man is alienated from 

the life of God, (k) are both the © wages of. 


ſin,” lo 18 eternal death the ſame alſo. 


9 5. 
To this alſo belongs what we read of the 
curſe, which God has no leſs combined with 
5 his 


ce) Rom. 55 12. Chap. 6, 23. (f) 1 Cor, 15. 43. and 2 


John. 3, 36. (g) Revel, 2, 10. (h) 1 John, 3. 14s 


I Revel, 21, 8, (k) Ephes. 4, 18. 


love and earneltneſs of God reſpecting the 
Conduct of man is founded therein, and is 


there is no Man, that finneth not,” (0) 


his law, than the ble 
who remain in his ways, and the other for thoſe, 


that deviate from them. (J) And it ought 
well to be obſerved, that each ſin,” whether 


itt be the leaving undone what He has com- 
manded, or the doing that, which He has 


forbidden, brings the curſe along with it. For 
it is written: © curſed is every one, that con- 
c tinueth not in all things, which are writ- 
& ten in the book of the law to do them.“ (m) 
And, © whoſoever ſhall keep the whole 


« law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 


« of all.” (n). This to be ſure related to the 
Iſraelites in a particular manner, and referred 
to the commandments and prohibitions given 


to them, which were not intended for man= 


kind in general, 


But as the book oſthe covenant entered into 
wich the people of Irael, alſo principally con— 
X tained the will of God to all men, with general 


rules, to be obſerves] by the Heathen as well 
as the Jews; ſo is the blelling and curle in fo 
far to be applied to them too. Becauſe the 


unchangeable, 
It appears clear fromthe above, that © with- 
* out Chriſt,” all men lie under the curſe, as 


I 


(1) Levit. 26, 1. &, (m) Gal, 3, 10. (n) James, 2, 
W Gal. 3, (n) 1 


g; the one for thoſe; | 
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If then © each ſin deſerves thecurſeand death,” 
what ſhall we think of a man, whoſe whole 


| life is but one entire chain of fin? Muſt he 
not ſay with Manaſfe, in his prayer: © My 
« {fins are more, than the ſands on the ſea» 


* ſhore,” that is, © they are not to be 


E counted.“ 


= 
Man under the flavery of fin is therefore an 
anhappy creature, becaufe © fin 18 his ruin.“ 


_ He is beſides this under the © power of Sa- 


tan.“ (p) And it often goes fo far, that our 
Saviour's words to the Jews are applicable: 
* Ye are of your father the Devil, and the 


luſts of your father ye will do.” (4) At the 
ſame time they are, as before ſtated, “ under 
* the curſe;” and as they are /piritually dead, 


they have conſequently to expect death eternal. 
God the Lord could therefore have caſt 


away and rejected men; and if He had done it; 
| he would ſtill have been. © acknowledged as a. 
F perfectly righteous and holy God.” But as 
he is © love,” ſo an inmoſt commiſeration 
and unmeaſurable deſire dwelt in Him, not- 
only to pluck mankind out of their miſery and 
diſtreſs, but even to make them “ partakers- 
Lol his bliſs and eternal life,” = -. 
But who would undertake this great work, 


(p) AR. 26, 18. (g) Jchn. 8. 44s 


= E 

*h to fave fo many thouſands'of men from their 
+ miſery and to tranflate them into his joy? 
There was not one amongſt the many mil- 
lions of angels, (r) who was able to perform 
this; much leſs was it poſſible for any cor- 
rupted human being to doit. The ſon of God, 
the creator and preſerver of the whole crea- 
tion, (s) took this © great work” into his own 
hands, and his dear father out of love to man- 
kind, “gave him' for that purpole, (t) 


$7: 


To the attaining of this great.eud, namely, 
4 the redemption of the human race,” He 
not only became a man, but alſo willingly 
ſubmittedto all the hardſhips, which ſince the 
fall are connected with human life, and in his 
= own:perſon experienced all thoſe trying cir- 
© cumſtances, which can befall a poor man in 
this world. He ſubmitted himſelf to the law 
and ordinances of the people of Iſrael, (u) and 
was ſo punctual therein, that his very enemies 
could not reproach him with any thing to the 
contrary. (v) He was tempted of the evil 
= Jpirits as well, as of inimical men, like as 
we are, yet without fin. (W) He taught the 
= will of God concerning our ſalvation with 
ſpirit 
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(t) Revelat. 5,11, (:) Hebr. 1, 1. 2. 00 John. 3, 16. 
ca) Gal. 4, 4. (v) John. 8, 46. (W) Mathew 4, 1. Cc. 
Hebr. 4,15, e 25 . 
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ſpiritand power,(x\ and his dear father owned 
Him as his meſſ-nger by numberleſs ſigns and 
wonders, unheard of before. by, 
But the moſt wonderful of all and for which 
we ſhall praiſe Him in eternity, was this, 
that He, though 4 God over all, bleſſed for 


2 


ever,” (y) yet found Himſelf induced out of 


love towards loſt mankind, to take upon him 
the heavy puniſhment due to the ſins of the 
whole human race, “for thein and in their 
ee ſtead.” He was ſorrowful unto death and 


came into ſuch an agony of /oul, that his ſweat 
Was as it were, great drops of blood, falling 
down to the ground. (2) He was taken pri- 


ſoner like © the greateſt malefactor, was 
bound, led away and © falſely” accuſed before 


the high prieſts and the great council; was 


ſpit upon, ſmitten, reviled, condemned and 


rejected. (a) He was delivered over to the 
Gentiles as a mutineer, ſeducer and impious 


man, and by them ſcourged, crowned with 


thorns, mocked at as a foo] and condemned 


unto © the death of the croſs,” tho' he had 
been more than once * declared innocent“ by 
the judge, (b) His croſs ke was obliged to 
carry to the place of execution, where He was 
nailed, and ſtark naked lifted up and placed 


before the eyes of all the people, who, with 


de 


(X) John. 7, 16. 17. Chap. 10, 37. 38. Chap. 14, 10. I 1. 1 5 
| (y) Rom, 97 5 (2 Luke. 22, 42. & c. (a) Luke. 225 63. 5 a 
(b) Luke. 233 1. e. A „5 . 3 
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tw}: 
the high prieſts, made game of and derided 
+ Him, (e) When hanging on the croſs and 
7 ſuffering great thirſt, he was offered vinegar 
mixed with gall, and his dear Father even with- 
* erewhis preſence from him; for which reaſon 
"he cried out: “ my God, my God, why halt 
c thou forſaken med” (d) And ſo he gave up 
his ſpirit into the hands of his Father, and when 
1 his ide was pierced with a ſpear, there came 
|< out forthwith blood and water. (e) 
be; 8 8. 


a 

4 

l 

tO ye children of men! a but cout 
+ the innocent, ſinleſs, unſpotted and holy 
— ſon of God ſuffered all this! To wit, it 
S pleaſed God, according to his infinite wiſdom, 
E T to chu/e this way to redeem the utterly 4% race 

8 of Mankind. His ſuperabundant and endleſs 
d love, could in no wiſe appear more glorious, 
E { 1 chan in that He gave his only begotten ſon 
is (04 for us.” (f) How adorable is he gracious 
ch 1 council of God, in that one man gave his life, 
d "to redeem from death ſo many millions of ment 
1 and made them * heirs of eternal life!” And 
aas this one man was * no leſs than God over 
to gc all, bleſſed forever;” (g) therefore was his 
as | Thacrifice of as great value for all men, as if all 
ed | - Fhad ſuffered death. How glorious did he 
th | of ew Himſelf as the holy and 2 


(e) Luke, 23, 33. Kc. (d) Matt. 1075 39-45 (e) John 
209, 323. (f) Rom. 5, 8. (g) Rom. 9, . 
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* God,” in not letting ſin paſs unpuniſhed, 
in the work of the redemption of men, by the 
death of Jeſus! He deprived ſatan of the 
opportunity of blaſpheming his name, and 
ſaying aye, if thou art ſuch a holy and 
« righteous God, why doſt thou then letmen's 
« ſin go unpuniſhed | The Lord laid on him, 
who knew no fin, the iniquity of us all, (h) and 
made him to be fin (a ſin offering) for us. (i) 
He was therefore © the lamb of God, which 


<taketh away the ſin of the world.“ (K) Surely 


he hath borne our griefs, and carried our ſor- 
rows (1). And whereas he took our fins upon 
him, he alſo underwent the puniſhment, 

which we had deſerved. He was wounded 
« for our tranſgreſſions, He was bruiſed for 


<« our iniquities: the chaſtiſement of our 


te peace was upon him.” (m) He was as the 


lamb of God ſlaughtered for us, and fulfilled 


in deed, what God would bring in remem- 
Eee: in the old teſtament by the ſacrifice 


of a lamb every day, both early and late. (n) 


Now the ſcripture ſays: © He taſted death | 
« forevery man, (o) and © he died for all,” 751 
and this is farther elucidated in the words: 1 
e one died for all, then were all dead;“ () 


the meaning of which can be no other than 16 2 


this: that it is as much, as if all were 
executed and killed.“ 5 


ch)lſaiah. 53. 6. (i) 2 Cor; 85 21. (k) John. I, 29, ; 8 
N 63, 4 (m) Iſaiah. 53,5, (o) Number. 28, 
3. 4. (0 He br. 279. (P) 2 Cor, $2 15» (Þ 2 Cor, * 4 


#1 $04 

Whenever therefore the death of Jeſus is 
mentioned, it is always to be obſerved, © that 
7 « jt was for us, that he made an atonement.” 
Thus the ſcripture ſays: © Chriſt was once 
offered to bear (take away) the fins of 


4 many.” (r) For even Chriſt our Paſſover is 
W  facrificed for us, (s) who his own ſelf bare our 
þ +4, fins in his own body on the tree; (t) that is, 
Che let himſelf be nailed to the crols for our 
fins.“ Again, Chriſt hath loved us, and has 
/ % given Himſeltfor us, an offering and a ſacri- 
- XZ tce to God for a ſweet ſmelling ſavour; (u) 
T and: Chriſt hath once ſuff cred for ing the 
25 Ju for the unjuſt, that he micht bring us to 
God. () To this alſo refer other places! in 
r | fcripture, for inſtance: © Chriſt died for our 
r * fins, according to the ſcriptures ; (w) andy, 


6e < our Lord Jeſus was delivered for a 
d offences, (x) and again: “our Lord Jeſus 
— 2 * Chriſt gave Himſelf for our fins ;” (y) not 


2 \to mention other places of the ſame purport. 
a 19 >. 


if | 115 Here man, a poor creature, is bold enough 
q) £0 enquire: © was it then neceſſary, that the. 
an human race ſhould. be redeemed by ſuch 
re an offering! Could not God, according to. 
? 1 : N 1 his 


29, 00 Hebr. 9, 28, (0 1 Cor. 5, 7. (0 1 Pet, 1 246- 
28, (u) Eph. 5, 2. (») 1 Pet. 3, 18. (W) 1 Cor. 15, 3. 
4. 0 Rom. 4, 25. 9 „„ 


* 


1 


* his unmeaſurable grace and ſovereign mercy 
« forgive men their ſins, and acquit them 


* from their puniſhment, without recewing a 
« facrifice for them, in the above ſenſe ?” 


Anſwer: © God can do what He pleaſes.” But 
« He willeth nothing, but what agrees with 
* his wiſdom, love, truth, holineſs and righ- 


« teouſneſs.” Now it was © his will,” that 


his ſon ſhould become a man, and by his death 
redeem mankind from their miſery, and give 
unto them eternal life. And by this © his. 
* counſel,” Ne acted agreably to his wiſdom, 


love, truth, holineſs and righteouſneſs: 


Ts OY {A 
. 
wy Rf + . ary 


He found the ſacrifice of Chriſt for men neceſ- Bs 


| fary. Would the all-wiſe God have ſent his 


only begotten. Son into the world and have 


Made Him a fin-offering, (2) if it had u 
been neceffary? Would the Son of God have 
clothed Himſelf in. our feeble fleſh and blood; 
taken the fins of men upon Himſelf, and 
given Himſelf. for them in the moſt painful 
death, if it had not been neceſſary ?. Ought not 
Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, (a) if we 
ſhould be redeemed ? 5 


Oh ye ” preſumptuous Men,” who criti- 


proftrate in the duſt and adore Him for it! 


Ought ye not to be abaſhed, when ſuch 
thoughts ariſe in your hearts? Ought ye not 
to 


(9) Cor. 5, 21. | (a) Luke. 24, a6 


OE a EC K 
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Eq ſacrifice * „ 


1 = 
to tremble i in uttering and writing ſuch opin- 
ions about the ** ways of God“ for the ſalva- 
tion of men? Axe ye wiſer then God the Lord? 
He finds the atonement of Jeſus neceſſary; 
but ye think and ſay and write: © Oh no! 


e God is merciful: * need CY of ſuch 


= , 
bs 7 
WT 


§ 10. 


mer and Deliverer.“ (b) 


When he was afterwards brought- t to the 
temple, as the law of God required, Simeon 
and Hannah by the Holy Ghoſt teſtified the 
- moſt glorious things of him (c) to all the 
people. In his twelfth year He came to the 
feſtival at Jeruſalem, and ſtaid with the 
doctors in the temple, while his parents re- 
turned; and by his queſtions and anſwers, 
"4 aftoniſhed thofe preſent. He afterwards lived 
eighteen years in the greateſt obſcurity, and 
probably during that term followed the car- 
penter's e: : for his countrymen after 
wards ſaid: © Is not this the carpenter, the 


(b) Luke, 2, 21. (e) Luke. 2, 22. and 2, 41. S 


F® ; 


1 This Jeſus, who became a ſin-offering for 
vs, walked thirty and odd years on earth 
© amongſt the Jews. 
As a child he was circumciſed, and, accor- 

ding to the will of God, (made known by an 
angel) called Jeſus, that is Saviour, Redee- 
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E 
« ſon of Mary?” (d) In his thirtieth year- 
cometh Jeſus forth and is baptized by John, 
and lo! a voice from heaven ſaid, „this is 
o my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
« pleaſed,” and the Holy Ghoſt deſcended 
like a dove and lighted upon him. (e, Then 


was Jeſus led up of the Ho ly Spirit into the wil- 
derneſs, to be tempted by the devil. There he 
Was forty days and forty nights among the 


beaſts faſting, and the tempter did all he 


could, to draw him out of his ſimplicity ; 
however he could obtain no advantage over 


him, but was obliged to leave him upon this 
word of Chriſt: © get thee behind me, ſatan.” 

But he left him only for a ſeaſon, (f) and re- 
turned, and thus Jeſus was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without fin. (g) 
John, the baptiſt, teſtified afterwards more 
than once the moſt glorious things of Jeſus, 
and directed all men to him. (h) But He, our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, preached the counſe] of 


God for our falvatior. with authority, and his 
words were * ſpirit and life.” (1) Ashe choſe to 


be like any other men, ſo he allo intreated his 


dear Father by prayer for every thing ncceſ- 
fary for his office. 


He might by his own power have done the 
aſtoniſhing and innumerable wonders, which 
were 


(4) Mark. 6, 2. (e) Matt. 3, 13. Kc. (f) Matt. 4, 7, 


Kc. and Luke, 4, 1. Kc. (g) Hebr. 4, 15. (h) Ichn. 1 


15 . and follow. ä (i) Matt. 7. 29. and John. 6, 63. 
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Were 33 teſtimonies of his Juv 
4 ſent into the world by God; for whoever 
1 touched him, was healed, anal whomſoever 
he touched, became and: But he ſaid Him- 
ſelf the Father that dwelleth in me, he 
I doth the works.” (k) Thus hath he glori- 
. fied his Father unto us, and, for our ſalvation, 
by made known, what we have in Him. (1) 


| « our teacher, moi comforter and aſſiſtant” 
through the whole of our life, but proniiſed 
A and imparted Him to us. (m) | 
He never ſought his own honour ; but de- = 
| clared however plainly, that, according to 
= 7 the will of God, © all men ſhould honour 
8 1 « the Son, even as they honour the Fa- 
* | 1 « ther. (n) And further “ when he, the ſpirit 
e | * of truth is come, he ſhall glorify me.“ (o) 
;, This accordingly came to paſs and is the caſe 
4 to this day. This was the ſame Jeſus, who 
f © ſuffered himſelf to be crucified. Yet no man 
i could rake his life from Him; but He laid it 
3 down of himſelf. (p) For he ſays: : therefore 
e doth my Father love me, becauſe 7 lay down 
my life, that I might take it again. I 
7 © have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again.” (q) He was then 
1 laid in a new ſepulchre and a watch ſet over 
1 | Him; ; 1 
/14, 10. (I) John, 17, 4. (m) See John, 


4 and 16. (n) John, 5 23. (o) John. 16, 
) John. 10, 18, (d) John, 10, 17, &c. 
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. 1 A 
Him; but He roſe again on the third day, 
and remained forty days on earth. During 
this time he appeared to his diſciples, ſome- 
times to one or another alone, and again to a 
whole company, when they happened to be 
together. He ſhewed them his throughbored 
bands and feet, and his pierced ſide, to con- 
vince them, that he was the ſame Jeſus, who 
e was crucified for them.“ He eat and drank 
with them, and ſpoke with them about the 
kingdom of God. And laſtiy there were five 
ited brethern in Galilee to whom he ap- 
peared at once. (r) | After forty days, he ga- 
thered his diſciples together at Bethany, lifted 
up his hands and bleſſed them, and then aſ- 
cended to heaven in a clear white cloud; 
having previouſly commanded them to tarrß 
together at Jeruſalem and wait for the pouring 
out of the ſpirit, which He had promiſed unto 
them. (s) £7 
They 83 then at Jeruſalem, _ 1. 
after ten days, were „ filled with the Holy 
« Ghoſt,” probably in the temple; for it 4 
was early, at nine o'clock,. the ufual time for 
preſenting offerings and prayers to God. 
And the multitude of people, to whom they 
immediately addreſſed themſelves, confirms 
the probability. Their mouths were opened 
to utter the rages of the Lord, and the won- 
derful | 
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60) Matt, a8. Mark, 16. Luke, 24, John. 21, (3) A8. ; 5 
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A derfol works of God. They ſpoke one after 

| 2 the other, in different tongues, which they 
F had never learned before; and the Jews and 
Proſelytes, who were come together to the 
7 feſtival from all parts, far and near, heard 
them ſpeak, each in their own particular 
tongue, of which ſixteen have been enume 
rated. (t) Theſe were amazed thereby, and 
K BR gave Peter an opportunity of teſtifying, that 
+ this was nothing elſe but the accompliſhment 
5 ef what had been propheſied about the pour 
. ing out of the Holy Ghoſt. And then he be- 
i 7s gan to ſpeak to their hearts, telling them,, 
; | . < That they had crucified the Prince of Life ;: 
u- jj te but they ſhould now become converted, 
a; | * receive Chriſt in faith, and be baptized in 
e his name; for the remiſlion of ſins, and* 
e they would likewiſe receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt.” This by the grace of God 
pricked them in their Hearts in ſuch a manner, 
that about three thouſand ſouls were actually 
* baptized on the ſame day. | 


135 By what has been gie above, it appears. 
therefore, that the word of the croſs. © 1s the 
preaching of Chriſt crucified, (u) called in 


other places of holy writ, © the goſpel of 
TO 


God concerning his Son Jeſus Chriſt,” (v) and 
25 agal a 


1 
again, © the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed 


God.“ (W) It is the word of reconciliation, 
which God has committed unto us, (x) that 


publiſheth that peace and ſalvation, which he 
has ſent. (y) 


It is eaſily underſtood, why St. Paul callects ith 


the goſpel of Chriſt, «the word of the 8 
* The 8 of Jeſus Chriſt on the croſs” 
the principal point of the goſpel, as he e 
by out of love became a curſe for us, and 
1 us from the curſe under which we 

y 

Our Lord and S himſelf ofte en fool 
of © his death on the croſs.” Amongſt other 
things he ſaid to Nicodemus: * As Moſes 
cc lifred up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even 
t ſo muſt the Son of man be lifted up; that 
e whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſnh, 
but have eternal life.“ (2) In what manner* 
then was the brazen ſerpent lifted up? It was 
faſtened to a pole and raiſed up high, that 


* 
— 


every man could ſee it, and whoſdever was! 


bitten, when he looked upon it, was healed, 
and the poiſon did him no harm. How was 
then Chriſt lifred up? He was nailed to the 
croſs through rai + and feer, ſtark naked, 
and there erected high, that all might ſee him; 


and whoever now turns his eyes to him in faith, n 
is delivered from the poiſon of fin, and will 


3 


{w) L Tim, 2, It, - (x) 2 Cor, 5, 19. (y) Iſaiah. 52, 7. ba 


2) Johp, 3, 14. 15 


t 


ffot Be loſt, but receive eternal life. He often 


0 
6 ſpoke of his death upon the croſs to his dif- 
ciples, and told them quite plainly: © The 
Son of man ſhall be betrayed unto the 
g chief prieſts, and unto the ſcribes, and they 
» i « ſhall condemn him to death, and ſhall de- 
> liver him to the gentiles to mock and to 
I « ſcourge and to crucify him, and the third 
- ce day he ſhall riſe again.” (a) Though theſe 
1 words were very clear, ſtill it is ſaid of his 
S diſciples, they underſtood none of theſe things, 
| and this ſaying was hid from them, neither 
e. knew they the things which were ſpoken. (b) 
oF 7 Becauſe they could not make it accord with 
g the ideas they had imbibed, concerning the 
n kingdom of the Meſſiah. But afterwards, 
at“ when they beheld him expire on the croſs, 
1, and He, as the riſen Saviour, ſo often ap- 
er? peared to them, and their own eyes ſaw how 
as. be aſcended to Heaven in a cloud, then was 


= © the word of the croſs” their conltant ſub- 
W ject. | 
= Directly ther the pouring out of the Holy 
Mg Ghoſt, Peter ſays in his firſt ſermon: “ ler all 


as 

he the houle of Iſrael know affuredly, that 
d, < God has made that ſame Jeſus, whom ye have 
n; © crucijied, both Lord and Chriſt.” (c) And 
5, do the ruters and elders of the people He de- 
i clares: Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ye 
ä - | crucified, 


2 A (a) Matt. 205 18. 19. W Luke, 18, 34. (c) Acts, 2, 36 
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T 24 ] 
be. «crucified, whom God raiſed from tlie Seat | 


de js the had of the corner, neither is hers. | 


4 ſalvation in any other, for there is none other” © 
name under heaven given among men, 


hereby we muſt be ſaved.” (d) St. Paul | 
| fays: God forbid that 1 ſhould glory, lave | 


in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” (e) 
[Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt, being equal with God— | 
He was the only begotten Son of God made 
Himſelf of zo reputation, and Yook upon bim 
the form of a ſervant, and was made in the 


likencſs of man, and being found in faſhion 


as a man, he humbled Himſelf, and» became 


obedient unto. death, EVEN the death of the 5 
croſs. (f) 5 


'H TT Ji 
As in the word of the croſs, that is, in 


-__ preaching Chriſt crucified,” our Lord and 
Savioutr's death on the crofs, is now the princi- 


pal theme; ſo we alſo learn by the goſpel, the 


benefits we Have in Him, and what the cauſes, 


conſequences and fruits of his death on the ; 


-crois are to us, if we receive Him in faith. 


Much of this is already to be ſeen in the 
foregoing, and is all taken from the goſpel 
alone. For tho* men, by uſing their under- | 
ſtanding rightly, may ſee and conclude from 
the works of creation, which lie open to all, 
that the lame muſt have an origin, and that 

God i 


20 Acts. 45 10, * 0 as 6, 14. 75 Phil. 2,.6—8, 5 


God the Lord, the creator, preſerver and dif- 
poſer of all things, muſt poſſeſs immenſe 


Him; (g) yet would the moſt ſenſible men, 
with all their reflections, not be able to attain 
to the © knowledge of Chriſt.” For this we 
receive alone by the goſpel, which St. Paul 


Sig 


calleth “ the word or preaching of the croſs,” 


We will yet recite ſome particulars out of the 
ſame, namely: ©: „ 
1.) God did not ſend his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world 
through Him might be ſaved, (h) and, the 
Son of man is come to ſeek and to ſave that 
7 which was loſt. (i) [+ 


„ 7 
; 13 | \ | % "2 
3.) He ſurely came of the fathers, © as 
concerning the fleſh,” that is, reſpecting 
his human nature; but He is alſo God over 

4 2 « all, 


0 Rom, 7, 19. Kc. (h) John 5, 17, (i) Luke 19, 10, 


BY. 


8, 1 (59 Acts 10, 42, (D AG; 17, 31, ſee alſo John 5, 22, 


T 26] b 
-« all, bleſſed forever.” (m) Of Him, the if 
Son of God, it is faid: «© Thy throne, O 
« God, is for ever and ever.” —* Thou, 
3 Lord, in the beginning haſt laid the * 5 
ce dation of the earth; and 55 heavens are the 
<< works of thine hands.“ (n) 
4.) It is Jeſus Chriſt, 8 whom the Lord 
ſaid to Moſes: I will raiſe them up a pro- 
phet, from among their brethren, like unto 
<« thee, and will put my words in his mouth, 
ce and He ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I ſhall L 
command Him.” And it ſhall come toi 
< paſs, that whoſoever will not hearken unte 
«© my words, which He ſhall ſpeak in my nume, 
<< will require it of him—he ſhall be de- 
ne payed from among the people.” (o) | 
5.) It is He alſo, of whom tis written: The 
oy „Lord has ſworn, and will not repent, Thou 
e art a prieſt for ever, after the order of Mel- 
c chiſedek.” (p) Of Him St. Paul ſays: 
« ſeeing then, that we have a great high 
te prieſt, that is paſſed into heaven, Jeſus, iſ 
e the Son of God, let us hold faſt our profeſ- 
cc fion.” For we have not an high prieſt 
be which cannot be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities ; but was in all points 
cc tempted like as we are, yet without ſin. “(q) 
6, 9 God ma made Him © both Lord and 
« Chriſt,” 


4m). Rom. 0, = 05 Hebr. t, 8: 20. (o) 3 18, 
18. 19. Ads 3, 22. 23. 0 Pſalm 110, 4. ( Hebt. 
Aa 14. 15, 5 
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« Chriſt,” (r)—He is the Son of David, the 

Meſſiah, the anointed, the king of Iſrael, of 
WW whoſe kingdom there ſhall be no end, (s) and 
of whom the prophets, by the Holy Ghoſt, 
bave ſpoken ſo —_— glorious things before-- 
- hand. . 


8 14. 


7.) It was by the Holy counſd and will of 
God, that © Chriſt became a ſin-offering for 
amen,“ and gave Himſelf up to the moſt. 
bitter ſufferings, to the moſt painful and ig 
nominious death on the crols. (t) 3 
8.) If we neither do, nor have done, that 
which we otght, according to the will of 
God, © this is treſpaſs and ſin.“ Chriſt ou 
paid the ranſom for our. ſins and blotted oz 
the handwriting of ordinances—catalogue 6b 
ſins— that was againſt us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to the croſs; that is: all 
„our fins are paid for by his death on the 
* croſs.“ (u) 

9.) Jeſus Chriſt our Ford is by his death, 
the propitiation for our ſins, and not for ours 
only, but alſo for the ſins of the whole 
world. (v) That is: God ĩs willing and ready 

do remit all men the puniſhment their ſins 
* . Peels of the death which 


C2 He 


Ada, 2, . () Luke r, 31. Ec. (t) Ads 27 23 — 
A th 2, I4, 2 2; 2. 9 : 
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« of ſins.” (W) 


3 . 
He fuffered on he croſs for them, and in 
their ſtead; and He is deſirous to receive 
them into his favour, if they only come to 
Chrift, and corp Him as their Lord and 
Saviour. ” 

IO.) Becauſe «to Him— Jeſus Chriſt, * 7 
died for us on the croſs—* give all the pro- 
e phets witneſs > chas through his name, whoſo- 
«ever believeth in Him ſhall receive remiſſion 3 


$18. 

11.) And neither is there ſalvation in a2 
other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we muſt V 
be ſaved—*< but by him.“ (x) N 
12.) Through his death He hath deſtroyed = 
him, that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil.(y) Satan therefore, who. ſeduced poor 
mankind into ſin, and plunged them into 
death, and became their murderer—(in which 


U 


manner he has the power of death) —has not 
power to keep one ſoul in his ſnares, who 


2 mm to Chriſt, and ill be ſaved by Him.“ 
) Our Lord Jeſus hath by his Death on 


he croſs aboliſhed (z)—taken away the pow- 


erof death, and delivered them, who through 


fear of death, were all their lifetime ſubject 


to 


(w) Acts 10, 43. (x) Adds 4, 12. (Y) Hebr, 2, 14, 
(z) 2 Tim, 1, 10. 


t 1 


to bondage. (a) For whoſoever has not as 
yet received Chriſt in faith, is always in “ a 


« ſlaviſn fear of death; while he on the 
other hand, who is become by faith a child 
of God, 


rance: but now commandeth all men every 
were to repent, that is: :* to deſiſt from fol- 


« lowing their perverted minds, and become 


* ſincerely converted.” (c) And this 1s his 


commandment, © that we ſhould believe on the 


% name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and love one 


= <© another,” as He gave us commandment. (d) 


§ 16. 


5.) As we receive fnevenall of ſins” 


es. faith in Chriſt, (e) fo do we allo by 
faith become children of God, (f) and 
have peace with God, through our Lord 
Je ſus Chriſt; (g) we are in favour with Him, 
and are accepted in the beloved, (h) and what 
we aſk in Jeſus's name will denen be 
heard. (i) 
16.) Through faith 3 in Chriſt we come into 
the inmoſt union with Him and his dear father. 
Chriſt ſpeaks to his dear father about his dif 


C4 | ciples, 


(a) Hebr. 2. 15. (b) Phil. 1, 23. (e) Ade 1½ 3% 


(d) I John 37 23. (e) Acts 10, 43. (f) Ga 2 3 26. 
(8) Rom. 5, 1. (h) * 1,6, (i) John 14, 14. 


may ſay. with St. Paul: „1 : 
« deſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt.” (b) 
14.) God winked at the times of igno- 


roam WE. SS. 
. E 445 Hat Yo 
* * 
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ciples, and ſays: © I in them and they in me, 
_ as thou father art in me and I in thee.” (k) 
And St. John writes: © He that dwelleth in 
© love, dwelleth in God, and God in him.” (1) 
17.) Our Saviour's people, that is, thoſe, 
ec who believe in Him,” have no need to 
fay: © what ſhall we eat, or what ſhall we 
«drink or wherewithall ſhall we be clo- 
© thed?” Their Father in heaven careth for 
them, and hath given them this promiſe: 
«1 will never leave thee nor forſake thee.” (m) 
His providence watches over them ſo preciſely, 
that without his will, not even © a, hair of 
ce their head ſhall be loſt, He having num- 
bered them all. (n) + Tn. 
18.) Although all thoſe, who belong to 
Chriſt have to {uffer much tribulation—bein 
hated of the world, that is of thoſe, who do 
not love Chriſt and are ſervants of fin yet 
are they richly comforted; (o) they are @ hap- 
py people, becauſe they love the Saviour. 
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19.) Through faith we become mem- 
c bers of the body of Chriſt, that is, of his 
church, which he nouriſheth and cheriſnj- 


eth. (pd) This church, namely, the 2 
EET of: 


(k) John 17. 23. 21. and 15, 4. (1) 1 John 4, 16. 
(m) Hebr, 13, 5. Cn) Matt. 10, 30. Luke 21, 184 
(0) 2 Cor, 4, 9. (p) Ephes, 5, 29. | | 


1 


) John 15, . 
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te of thoſe who Believe in Him, is the bride of 


« Chriſt and He is her bridegroom.” (q) O 
how tender muſt his love be to her! 
20.) Whoſoever believeth in Chriſt, be- 
cometh a ſheep of his flock, for which He 

rave his life. () And now He not only faith- 
Filly cares for his lock—that is his church 
in general, but taketh alſo notice of * each 


particular ſheep” belonging to the ſame. 


He is concerned for each. If one is faint, 
He carries it; is it wounded, He dreſſes it; 


is it ſick, He heals it; is it loſt, He ſeeks 


it; is it driven away, He will bring it again. 
He will feed them with judgement. (s) | 
21.) Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt taketh as great 


a ſhare in every thing, that befalls thoſe, who 


belong to Him, as if it was done to Himſelf. 


| Saul perſecuted the diſciples of Jeſus, and He 
ſaid : © Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou 


«me?” (t) And on the great doomſday He 
will fay: © In as much as ye have done it 
% unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, 


ye have done it unto me.“ (u) 


22.) O! what a glorious word is that, which 
the truth itſelf pronounced: * as the Father 


| hath loved me, ſo have I loved you.” (v) 


The love of the Father and the love of Jeſus 
OO. Chriſt 


(00 Epheſ. 55 23. & ſeq. 0 John 10, 1I. (s) Eze, 34, 
15. & ſeq. (t) Acts 9, 5, (u) Matt. 25, 40, 45: 


WA 1 32 . 
1 Chriſt is more and more N unto us by 
the Holy Ghoſt. (W) 


8 18. 

23.) We alſo through faith in Chriſt receive 
te the Holy Ghoſt.” (x) He dwelleth in our 
hearts, grants us delight in and ſtrength to 
1 do what is good, leads us into all truth, 
1 bringeth us on the right road, and reminds 

3 us of all things, whatſoever our Lord and 
Saviour hath ſpoken, (y) 
24.) Now, if the Holy G! oſt * in 
the hearts of thoſe poor and needy ſouls, © who 
A believe in Chriſt,” there alſo appear in 
them © the fruits of the ſpirit,” as love, joy, 
peace longſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 

faith, meckneſs, temperance. (2) 

25.) If we by faith in Chriſt ſtand in the 
grace of God, then are we free from ** the 
power of fin.” For fin ſhall not have domi- 
nion over you: for ye are not under the law, 
{Is but under grace. (a) Becauſe, if the Son of 
wm God ſhallmake us free, we hall be free indeed, 

3 and not ſlaves of fin. (b) | 
1 286.) To whom many fins are en, he 
il ſame loveth much, (c) and he that loveth the 
Saviour much, keeps his commandments, (d) 
and his commandments are not grievous. (e) 


) Ephes. 3, 13 & ſeq, (x) Gal. 3,2. (y) John 14, : 

i Wy 16. K ſeq. (2) Gal. 55 22. (a) Rom, 6, 14. (b) John 

— 1 3, 34. 39. (c) Luke 7» 47s (d) John 14, 334 1 _ 
57 wy : 
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27.) Through the knowledge of Jeſus 
Chrift his divine power hath by grace given 
unto us all things that pertain unto lite and 
godlineſs. (f) Therefore St. Paul fays:: 
« ] can do all things through Chritt, which 


« ſtrengtheneth me.“ (g) 
28.) Meanwhile we remain after all ſinful 


men as long as we ſtay upon earth, for in 


many things we offend a//.(h) Bur God 


purifieth our hearts by faith, (i) and protects 


45 againſt our corruption in foul and body, 
And if we confeſs our fins, He 1s faithful and 
juſt ro forgive us our fins, and to clean/e us 
from all unrighteoufneſs. (k) 

29.) Tho' the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, ſeeking whom he may de- 


vour, (I) yet have we allo that promiſe: 


* xeſiſt the devil, and he will flee from you.” (m) 


30.) The world, and what is in the world, 


the luſt of the fleſh, and the” luſt of the eyes, 


and the pride of life cannot overcome 4 poor 
inner, who keeps cloſe to our Saviour by faith, 
« For even our faith is the victory, that over- 
« cometh the world,” (n) to this day. 


N 20. 
(f) 2 2 Pet. 1, 3. (80 Philip 4. 12, (* James 3, 


n 4: © Johan ns 9, (0 2 'Fels 55 s. 
(0) James 4, 7, (a) 1 John g, 4 
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JM.) Forasmuch as we are not ſufficient of 
ourſelves to“ think any thing as of ourſelves, 
which is good;” (o) it is therefore a welcome 
word to us: „That God worketh in us, both 
to will and to do of his good pleaſure.” (p) 
For if we gladly receive, make a good u/e of, 
and rightly apply the grace imparted to us in 
and by Jeſus Chriſt, ſo that it 1s not received 
in vain by us, then are we fitted to“ every 
good work,” and grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of Jcſus Chriſt, (q) and ſhall more 
and more taſte and /ee, © that the Lord is 
good. (r) „„ 

32.) We are ſaved © by grace through 


faith? without any merit and worthineſs of 


our own, only for Chriſt's fake, and have 
hopes of eternal life through Chriſt, becauſe 


of his blood and death. (s) 


33.) His holy word and ſweet goſpel pro- 


motes our growth, and is to us, what the 
mother's milk is to children, (t) 
34.) To them that love God, © all things,” 


even thoſe which ſeem loathſome to nature, 


work together for good. (u) 
5 § 21, 


(o) 2 Cor. 35 J. (p) Philip. 2, 13. (q) 2 Pet. 3, 18. 
(r) Pſalm 34, 8. (s) 1 John 3, 2, Rom. 8, 17, 
Get. 25. * (u) Rom, 8, 28, 5 


| 
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How very weighty are theſe juſt mentioned 
points, ail of which are contained in the 


« wird of the croſs,” or the glorious gofpel of 


the bleſſed God concerning his ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt !_And ſtill more might be laid down 


trom the ſame, if we were not obliged to 


ſhorten it. One might be led to think then, 
«that all poor men, oppreſſed by the load of 
« fin would receive his goſpel on their knees.“ 
But the caſe is quite otherwiſe : For St. Paul 
ſays: © The preaching of the crols is to 
them that periſh fooliſhneſs.” (v) 2 
What 1s then the meaning, when it 1s ſaid 
of men that they ſhall periſh? The ſenſe of 


| it is elucidated by the language of the bible, 


There we read of ſome, that they enter 
into the joy of their Lord, they go into life 
eternal, they gain ſalvation, they inherit 
the kingdom of heaven; and all this is the 
reverſe of periſhing.” Thus our Lord and 


Saviour ſays: © The Son of man muſt be 


* lifted up—on the croſs—that whoſoever 
< believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
© have eternal life.“ (W) And Peter declares; 


The Lord is not willing that any ſhould 
* periſh.” (x) To periſh therefore, is as 


much, as to be condemned to go into ever= 
laſting fire. = 
- —_ _ .* But 

| Cv) 1 Cor, 1, 18, (w) John 3, 14. 15, M 2 Pet, z, gs 


L * 1 
Bot who are they that periſh ? According 
to ſcripture ail ſuch will periſh who live in 
manifeſt works of the fleſh, which ate con- 
trary- to the faith in Chriſt, On cis head 
St. Paul ſays: © Now the works of the fleſh 
« are manifeſt, which are theſe: adultery, 
« fornication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, 
ce 1dolairy, witchcraft, hatred, variance, e- 
« mulations, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, hereſies, 
_« envyings, murders, drunkenneſs, revell.ngs, 
«and ſuch like, of the which ] tell you before, 
« as | have allo told you in time paſt, that 
« they which do ſuch things ſhall'not inherit 
ce the kingdom of God, 8 (y) that , they 
will periſh. 

Allo thoſe will periſh, who had opportunity 
of doing good and did not do it; to thoſe 
the righteous judge ſhall ſay : < Depart from 
c me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, pre- 

« pared for the devil and his angels; for I 
« was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat; 
« ] was thirſty, and ye gave me no drink; 
was a ſtranger, and ye took me not in; 
« naked, and ye clothed me not; ick and 
« jn priſon, and ye viſited me not. —“ For, 
ee verily I ſay unto you, in as much as ye did 
« jt not to one of the leaſt of theſe my 
« brethren, ye did it not to me.“ And 
e theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſh- 
„ment, (2) that is, they ſhall periſh, 

22. 


00 Gal. 5, — = Matth, bs 41. & leq, 


* 


he will * a happy ſoul. 
D 


| (a) 2 Pet. 3, 9. 


Fs J 
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If the above-mentioned periſhing ſouls had ; 
not. wilfully lighted the grace of God, © who 

ce is not willing that any ſhould periſh, but 
« that-all ſhould come to repentance” (a) 
ſuch a heavy judgment would not have been 


| paſſed upon them. But this very thing is 


the main reaſon of their deſtruction. God 
would help them out of their miſery by Chriſt, 


but they would noi accept of his help. They 


did not obey the goſpel.” They were invited. 
to the nuptials, and would not come. The 
Holy Ghoſt would bring them to Chriſt, but 
they © withſtood the ſpirit of God.” In ſhort 3 
The only reaſon of their periſhing, is unbelieff: 


as Chriſt our Lord ſays: He that believeth 


not ſhall be damned.“ (b) But whofoever 
<« believeth on him is not condemned.“ (c) 
If they had come to Chriſt in faith as poor in- 
ners, and had received him as their Lord and 
Saviour, he would have granted them power 
to become children of God, he would have 
given them a new heart and a new fr and 
caſt all their ſins into the depth of the ſea, 


| and made them free from the 3 thereof. 
| Becauſe, let a man be ever ſo corrupted, ever 


ſo heavy laden with ſin, if he cometh to Chriſt” 
Conde only 
3 what 


(b) Mark 16, 16. | (c) John 34. N 5 


1 
what St. Paul writes to the Corinthians: Be 
ce not deceived ; neither fornicators, nor ido- 
cc Jators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
« abuſers of themſelves with mankind, nor 
© thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
« revilers, nor extortioners ſhall inherit the 
kingdom of God, and ſuch were ſome of you; 
& but ye are waſped, but ye are ſanctified, but 

< ye are juſtified in the name of our Lord 
« Jeg, and by the ſpirit of our God.“ (d) 
When we therefore (| of men, © which 

periſh, ve mean people, who ebuſe rather to 
ſtay in fin, than Se delivered and Javed from 
it, who deſpiſe the counſel of God for their ſal- 
vation, are diſobedient to the goſpel, do not 
receive and embrace Chriſt Jeſus, and ever re- 


iſt the * Ghoſt, as long as they live. 


923. 


St. Paul's vocation was properly to the 
Heathen, according to the words of Chriſt : 
© To open their eyes, and to turn them from 
<« darkneſs to light, and from the power of 
© Satan. unto God, that they may receive 
< forgiveneſs of fins, and inheritance. among 
© them which are ſanctified by faith that is in 
ec me.” (e) But whereas the Jews had their 
ſynagogues in many Heathen cities where 
= — he uſually preached firſt to them, 

neither 


. GW) 1 Cet. 6, _y le) Acts 26, 18. 


| 7 ) Acts 13, 46. (807 Cor. 2, 2. 


tal 


neither was kis teſtimony among chemi in vain, 
but when the unbelieving Jews began to gain= . 
ſay and blaſpheme ; he teſtified to them and 

ſaid ; It was neceſſary that the word of God 
« ſhould firſt have been ſpoken to you; but 
« ſeeing ye put it from you, and judge your- 
et ſelves unworthy of everlaſting life, lo, we 
tc turn to the Gentiles,” (f) But whether 
he had to do with Jews or Gentiles, his 


preaching was to this effect: Jeſus of Na- 


zareth, whom God hath ſent, and whoſe miſ- 
fion was confirmed by great wonders and 
ſigns, and whom the Jews crucified by the 
hands of the Gentites, is the Saviour and Re- 
deemer of the whole world. Turn ye to him, 


and receive him in faith; and God will fats | 


give you your fins, adopt. you for children, 
and give youthe Holy Ghoſt by grace.” And 
if they then received the word in faith, and 


were baptized, he taught them to obſerve all 
. things whatſoever Jeſus had commanded, and 
thus they © grew in grace, and in the know- | 
© ledge of Jeſus Chnſt.*:. 


What he wrote to the Corinthians: © 1 * 


« termined not to know any thing among 
« you, fave Jeſus Chriſt, and. him cruci- 
Cc fied, (g) was his ſubject wherever he came. 


But it went every where as at Corinth, where 
he ſays: © We preach Chriſt crucified, unto 
— 3 the 
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() Acts 23, 8. 


t * 1 


the Jews a ſtumbling block, and unto the 
Greeks fooliſhneſs.“ (h) His determination 


was conſtantly this : * God forbid that I 


% ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of our Lofd 
« Jeſus Chriſt.” (1) St. Paul richly experienced 
then what Simeen through the Holy Ghoſt 
had propheſied concerning Jeſus: © Behold, 
this child is ſet for the fall and riſing again | 
« of many in Iſrael, and for a ſign which 
e ſhall be ſpoken againſt. (Kg) Becauſe the 
Jews, who expected a Saviour that ſhould 
deliver them from the Roman yoke, and out- 
wardly make them a very proſperous people, 
were not pleaſed with a king who was executed 
on the croſs, like a malefactor, between two 
thieves and murderers; and who ſhould ran- 
fom them only from their fins, They were 


offended, cc that he ſhould be their Meſſiah,” ” 


8 "Fa 


'T o this, other things may be added, con- 
ſequent on the goſpel, and which chey could 
not bear or brook. The Sadducees held the 
notion, that there was no reſurection, no 
angel, nor ſpirit.” (1) And this fect among 


the Jews was powerful ; for even the chief 


prieſts and their kindred 1 it. When 
therefore 


Cor. 1, 23. (i Gal. 6, 14. (K) Luke 2, 34. 


cf 


4. 


11 


therefore St. paul preached, 6 chin Chriſt was 
riſen. from the dead; then all thoſe of the 
Sadduceean party. got into a rage, bordering 
on madneſs; and this cauſed him much ill- 
will and perſecution. 


The Phariſees ſtood upon theis ec ſelf- 


_ righteouſneſs,” and perſuaded themſelves and 
others, that by their own doings they would 
obtain forgiveneſs of ſins, life and ſalvation.” 
St. Paul on the other hand maintained, that 


a man by his own works © deſerves nothing 


but wrath,” and that no one will become a 
partaker of forgiveneſs of ſins and eternal 


happineſs, „ unleſs he believes on Chriſt.““ 


This exaſperated the Phariſees, and as they 


were the moſt numerous and ſtrong party 


among the Jews, it alſo occaſioned Paul 
much tribulation. | 


| The Scribes ſtudied much in the holy 
ſcriptures. What our Lord and Saviour ſaid: 


Search the ſcriptures, for in them ye 


« think ye have eternal life: and they are 
they which teſtify of me. And ye will not 
« come to me, (m) that ye might have life,” 
is principally addreſſed to the Scribes. But 
they. uſually interpreted the ſcripture very 
falſely, and by their additions, which altered 
the true meaning, gave many places an other 
ſenſe, then was properly intended. Our Lord 
J eſus Chriſt often reproved and pronounced 
0:3: woes 


(Gm) J hn 37 39+ 40x 
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<« redeemer of all men, 
ſuppoſe, that his muſt have appeared in the 


R 


L 42 ] 


woes upon them for it. Becauſe the doctrine 
of the goſpel ** oppoſed their tenets,” it be- 
came a ſtumbling block unto chem. 


9 25. 


The ſown were not 3 eſteemed be the 


| 1 Theſe latter could not compre- 


hend the reſurrection from the dead. Cruci- 
fying was a puniſhment, which was inflicted 
* only on ſlaves,” and was ther efore very 


ignominious. | Now, when St. Paul came to 
the Gentiles, and told them of Jeſus Chriſt, 


a very poor . Jew, whom his countrymen— 
after he had approved himſelf as the great 


prophet, ſent from God—at laſt nailed to the 


croſs, and executed as a notorious malefactor; 
when he added, that this Jeſus was raiſed up 
from the dead again, and had aſcended into 
* heaven, and that he is now the ſaviour and 
then it is natural to 


higheſt degree © ridiculous” to the greateſt 
part of the Gentiles. They accounted it a 
« fooliſh preaching,” to which they did not 
think it worthwhile to pay any attention. As 
they did not believe it at all, they could. not 
findin it “ the wiſdom of God.” | 
As among the Jews, © the principal rulers, 


and the learned,” oppoſed the goſpel more 
than others, fo: it was alſo © among the Gen- 


Wes,” 


Py 
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tiles.“ In St. Paul's time, philoſophy and 


oratory were very much in vogue, both 


among the Greeks and Romans. But Paul 


preached the goſpel © not with enticing words 
of man's wiſdom, but in words which the 
Holy Ghoſt taught, (n) of courſe the ſub- 


ject and manner of his preaching were oppo- 


ſite to the learned Heathen. They held the 


goſpelꝰ to be fooliſh; but their own fooliſh- 


neſs appeared thereby the more plain; and 


that was © the work of God,” as St. Paul adds: 


«© God hath made the wiſdom of this world 
« fooliſh.” * For after that, in the wiſdom 


© of God, the world by wiſdom knew not 
God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of 


« preaching (that is: that, which theſe poor 


«© people looked upon as fooliſhneſs”) to ſave 


4 den that believe.“ (o) 


8 26. 
This leads us now to the G point, 
namely: © The preaching of the croſs is unto 


© us, which are ſaved, the power of God.” 
When St. Paul fays : By grace are ye ſaved, 


e through faith: and that not of yourſelves: 
« jt is the gift of God; (p) we ſee, that by 
thoſe who are ſaved are meant thoſe that 
believe on Chriſt, © Believe on the Lord 


«* 8 Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved and 


cc thy 


(u) 1Cor, 2, , 13, (o) 1 Cor, I, 20. 21, (e) Ephes. 27 84 
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de thy houſe.” (q) To them therefore that 
believe on Chrith, is the preaching (the word 
of the croſs, © the power of God: as St. Paul 
alſo teſtifies: © I am not aſhamed of the 


« goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the power of 


God unto ſalvation, to every one that be- 


©heves.:: (r) 
If a man, who can ſay with Paul: © I live 


« by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 


cc me, and gave himſelf for me,” (s) was 


_ queſtioned: In what manner didſt thou then 


experience the preaching (the word) of the 
croſs as the power of God? He muſt ac- 
knowledge, that he experienced it richly and 


often. He will ſay: I was in the dark, and 


blind as to myſelf. But when 1 heard the 


goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, a light ſprong up in 


my ſoul, and I ſaw, that, being as yet without 
a Saviour, I was a loſt and condemned man. 
And being grieved, and'by the grace of God 
much concerned about it, and forrowful from 
my heart, I got a glimpſe of hope from the 
goſpel, that 1 ſhould receive help by Chriſt, 
and this comforted me. I cried for the Sa- 
viour, and my prayers and ſupplications were: 
O did I but know, that he alſo was my Sa- 
« yiour!” The goſpel then told me: He 
« is the Saviour of all men, and is come into 


20 Wits world to ſeek and to ſave that which 


_ was 


( Ads 16, 31. () Rom. , 16. (3) Gal, z, 20. 
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as loft.” lay heavy upon me and 
preſſed me like a heavy load. The goſpel 
then ſaid: © To him (Jeſus) give all the pro- 
© gphets witneſs, that through his name, who- 
© ſoever believeth in him ſhall receive remiſ- 
e fjon of * ” This J alſo experienced: O 
what a joy! My heart became enamoured with 
the Saviour who had forgiven me all my fins: 
But ah! could I but be freed from the power 
of fin! Be of good cheer, the goſpel ſaid: 
6 Chriſt is alſo made of God unto us ſancti- 
. Hication,” (t) and through the knowledge of 
Him, all power will be given unto thee for a 
godly life and converſation, The world and 
the evil one attacked me, and endeavoured 
to rob me of my treaſure: then the goſpel di- 
rected me to Chriſt and be graciouſly took my 
part. I wanted daily new food and ſtrength 
for my foul. The goſpel ſhewed me, thar in 
Chriſt and throngh him, with his Father, every 
thing lay ready for me; I ſhould only pray and 
receive. I was often afflicted at being aware, 
that my ſoul with my body was like an acre, 
in which indeed 'a good ſeed had been ſown, 
and had alſo faken root, but that this fame 
acre of itſelf always brought forth fares, which 
I had to weed. But the goſpel comforted me 
richly with thoſe precious words: © Thar if 
we confeſs our ſins, he is faithful and juſt 


« to forgive us our ins, and to — us from 
| BE all 
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(..) 1 Cor. 1,50, 


[ #3 
* all unrighteouſneſs.” If ſufferings and tri- 
bulations came upon me, then the goſpel 
pointed to this: © That the ſufferings of this 
ic preſent time are not worthy to be compared 
ct with the glory which ſhall be revealed in 
* us; and the hope of eternal life repleniſhed 
me with great conſolation. In this manner 
did the goſpel prove itſelf in me as © the 
d power of God,” and fo it proves itſelf in 
me to this day. But it is not poflible to ex- 
reſs in words what he heart experiences of it. 
St. Paul and the reſt of the Lord's diſciples 
had conſtant opportunity to ſee, at the preach- 
ing (the word) of She croſs, how it proved itſelf 
as @ fire, which melted ſtones, and as a hammer 
breaking the rocks. (vu) They experienced 
that owe : © The Lord giveth ftrength 
« and power unto his people—fervants—and 
theſe words: © Thine arrows are ſharp''— 
_ © whereby the people fall under thee :” (v) 
as alſo: © For as the rain cometh down, and 
cc the ſnow from heaven, and returneth not 
cc thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh 
it bring forth and bud, that it may give 
 Tſeed to the ſower and bread to the eater; 
& ſo ſhall my word be that goeth forth out 
c of my mouth: it ſhall not return unto me 
cc void; but it ſhall accompliſh that which 1 
ce pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in the thing 
l 1 fead it. , 8 


Gu) Jerem. 23, 9. (v) Pſalm 68, 38. and 45, f, 
(w) Jeſ. 55, 10, II. | ad -- 
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Thus the preaching (the word) of the 
croſs approved itſelf as © the power os God” 


in thoſe that ſhould be ſaved, namely thoſe, 
& who received Jeſus in faith.” They were 


thereby. filled with the love of Jeſus Chriſt 


and each other; and this was particularly to 
be ſeen in the church at Jeruſalem, which was 
gathered directly after the pouring out of the 


Holy Ghoſt by Peter's ſermon. (x) 


They were unmercifully perſecuted by the 


World, yea hated of their next kinſmen, who 


did as yet not know the Saviour, and ſpoiled 


of their goods. They were turned out of the 


Jewiſh church, and often ſeverely beaten; 


were put in priſon, ſeourged, ſtoned, and 
killed for Chriſt's ſake, but they remained 


ſteadfaſt unto death © through the power of 


the goſpel.” 


In ſhort : Whoſoever was obedient to the 
8 and accepted it in faith, received thereby 


power, to become a child of God, participated 


of the Holy Ghoſt, and entered into the mo/t 
cordial union with Jeſus Chriſt ; he became anew. 
creature and an heir of everlaſting life. And 


thus was the goſpel the power of God unto 
them, 


9 27. 


But what is the reaſon, that“ the word of 
the croſs is the power of God to theſe, and 
tooliſhneſs 
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= fooliſhneſs to thoſe * And that it is with he 


goſpel, as with the ſun, which by its warmth 


melts ſome things and hardeneth others? I 


will ſay what I think of it according to ſcrip- 
ture, and what 1 * thought theſe many 


years. 
In a ſpeech in the book of Job, which the 
Lord did not diſapprove, it is ſaid among 


other things: © Lo, all theſe things worketh 


« God oftentimes with man, to bring back his 
« ſoul from the pit, to be enlightened with the 
light of the living.” (y) Shall we judge of it by 
experience, then we muſt acknowledge, that. 

the Lord doth this to many ſouls, not only 


twice or thrice, but very often. Our Lord 


and Saviour is the © true light which en- 


lighteneth all men,” and he ſays: © If I ſhall 


be lifted up from the earth upon the croſs, I 


will draw all men unto me.“ (2) And on the 


laſt day nobody will find reaſon to ſay to the 

judge of the world: Me thou didſt ot draw, 
therefore did I ot come to Thee.” It is alſo 
written, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt repeateth. 
it, ſaying: © They ſhall all be taught of God;“ 
and he adds: © Whoſoever now heareth and 
learneth of the Father, cometh to me.” Now. 


when the Father draweth a ſoul and will bring 


her to his Son, —that happeneth in different 

ways, particularly through the goſpel—and 

when the Lord our Saviour draweth a ſoul to 
himſelf— 


00 Job 33» 29. & 8 &) John 12, 32. 
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himſelf—by which the Holy Ghoſt is very 
| acive—this is called in ſcripture, © the time 
« of viſitation.” (a) If a man negleFs the 
time of viſitation, and deſpiſeth the work of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, and lets 
it paſs in vain, he ſinneth greatly. Our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſays: © It ſhall be more tolerable 
« for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 
e judgment, than for a city, which did not 
cc attend to the viſitation of God.” (b) He 
himſelf wept over Jeruſalem, becauſe “ it did 
not know the time of its viſitation.” (co) 
The Lord our Saviour hath ſpoken and 
often repeated theſe words: Whoſoever 
c hath, to him ſhall be given, and he ſhall 
ec have more abundance; but whoſoever hath 
cc not, from him ſhall be taken away, even that 
ce he hath.” (d) The meaning of this ap- 
pears from the context to be unqueſtionably 
this: © When God the Lord imparts grace 
and gifts to men, he alſo expects, that they 
© will make good uſe of them, and profit 
ce thereby according to his mind.” If then a 
foul is faithful, receiveth the grace and gifts 
imparted to her with a grateful heart, and 
taketh good care to make the right uſe of 
ö them, ſhe will receive more from the good 
| hand of the Lord, and will be more richly fa- 
E De 


(a) Luke 19, 44. (b) Mark 6, 11, (c) Luke 19, 47. 
& ſeq. (d) Math. 13, 12. | MY 
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3 ans; gifted. But he, with whom all | 


that God beſtoweth is fruitleſs, falleth into dif. 
grace, by his oppoſe 


on to divine grace, he goeth 
d deprives himſelf of all, which 
d, or was yet to receive. 


away empry,. an 
He either alreud 


Thus a man, who with ad eyes. doth 


not ſee, having ears, does not hear, and 


Whole heart becometh inſenſible, falls into 


the moſt pitiful circumſtances. So it was 
with the Jews, of whom it is ſaid:: * The 
er heart of this people is waxed groſs, and 
< their ears are dull of hearing, and their 
< eyes have they cloſed, leſt they ſhould ſee 


* with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 


* and underſtand with their heart, and ſhould 
be conyerted, and I ſhould heal them.“ (e) 
This is confirmed by St. Paul's words : 
* Becauſe they receive not the love of the 
* truth, that they might be ſaved, for this 
t eauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong mon. 
e that they ſhould believe a lye.” ) 
But to this we muſt yet add what St. Paul 


ſays: © The god of this world that is, the 
evil ſpirit, under whoſe government they 


put themſelves, and whoſe will they do— 
c hath blinded the minds of them, which be- 


<c lieve not, leſt the light of the glorious 
| | cc goſpel 


| (e) Ag 28, 27. (f) 2 Theſſ. 2, 10. 11. 
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<& goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of God 


& ſhould ſhine unto them.” (g) To ſuch theſe 


words are alſo applicable: If our goſpeF | 


6 is hid, it. is hid to them that are loſt,” (h) 


$ 29. 


But is it in our days yet ſo, that the © word 
of the croſs is fooliſhneſs to them that 


« periſh;” and the power of God to them | 


« which are ſaved” ? Yes, certainly, What 


the Lord our Saviour ſays: © I thank thee, 
« O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be 


« cauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from the 
« wife and prudent, and haſt revealed them 
« unto babes; even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed. 


ec good in thy fight” (i) — is ruth to this very 


day. Nay, there is reaſon to believe, that 
the enmity againſt, the croſs of Chriſt in our 
days goeth farther yet, than in St. Paul's time, 


The goſpel which St. Paul preached, was a 


ſtumbling block to the Jews, and fooliſhneſs _ 


to the Gentiles. But now the word of the croſs 


is fooliſhneſs to many of thoſe, who are called 
zo teach and to preach the goſpel. Their 
preaching and writings ſhew what I here ad- 
vance, ſo inconteſtably, that I need add 


nothing upon that head. 


I have often thought: but are not theſe 


men terrified, when they read the words of 


| E 2 Paul: 
(8) 2 Cor. 4,4. Ch) 2 Cor, 4, 3. (i) Matth. 11, 25. 26. 


far 


Paul: Though we, or an angel from "8 
ven, preach any other goſpel unto you than 
« that which we have preached unto you, let 
* him. be accurſed. As we ſaid before, 
« ſo ſay I now again, if any man preach any 
other goſpel unto you than that ye have re- 
© ceived, let him be accurſed.” (k) And 
again what he lays: « Their word will eat as 
*« doth a canker,” (I) is juſtly applicable to 
fuch people. 

But God, who faid to His Son: Sit thou 
at my right hand, until I make thine enemies 
e thy footftool;” (m) Chriſt, out of whoſe mouth 
goeth © a ſharp two edged ſword;” (n) and 

the Holy Ghoſt, the“ © ſpirit of truth; (o) 
Will take "the care of theſe things upon themſelves 3 ; 
upon this we may aſſuredly depend. 

At the ſame time it 1s true, God be praiſed, 
that there are in our times many thouſands, 
to whom the word of the croſs is become the 
power of God unto ſalvation. 


O gracious Lord! 
Preſerve us in true faith 
And Chriſtian holineſs; _ 5 
That when we go from hence 
We may behold thy face! 
To Him be honour in eternity. 


AM E N. 


(k) Gal. 1, 8. 9 4) 2 | Timm: 2, 17. (m) Pſalm 110, I 
(n) Revel. 1, — — 98 4s 17. 
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HE doctrine of Chriſt's blood and death, 
Imparting life to us through faith, 
« 4 my/iry is, which is reveal'd 
To babes, but from the wiſe conceal'd ; 


And thereby Jeſus' flock on earth is known; 3 
Of this the ranſom'd ſing before God's thrones 


Should any from his infaney 
Unblameable and virtuous be, 
And ſcarcely ever have been try'd 
2 any av' rice, luſt or pride, 
And therefore think: I am a child of God,“ 


He s deaf and blind, and quite miſtakes _ road, 2 


An thoſe, who through a beam of light 
Can ſee, and own they are not right, 
nut enter on a legal ſtrife, 

Amend their former courſe of life, 
And toil and labour hard from day to day, 
auch alfo miſs to happineſs the way. 


But finners, who I pungent ſmart, 
Bewail the vileneſs of their heart, 

Mourning becauſe of unbelief, 

Ot finners deem themſelves the chief, 
Deſparing of their /e//made righteouſneſs, 
THEy may depend on Jeſus' ſaving grace. 


To them he ſays: © Ariſe and live, 
« I freely all thy fins forgive, 
J have redeem'd thee, thou art mine, 
« Thyſelf, in faith, to me refign ; 
« Obey my voice, and walk in all my ways, 
I'll grant to thee in heav' alp realms a place.“ 


His 


And our Saviour's word believe; 5 


| We're, midſt his choſen, richly comlorted. 


And pow'r devine to do God's will, 


Y Since Jeſu gives us conſtant vichorye 


As our kind 9 feed us * 
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His Holy Spirit we receive, 1: | 
We truſt in his atoning death, 

As the foundation of our faith, 
And in kis robe of righteouſneſs array'd, 


'T he humble ſinner's ſhame we feel, 
Theſe are combin'd in ev'ry heart 


That in Chriſt's merits have a part; - 
No more for want of ſtrength, good motions TY 


Feſus, our glorious Head and Lord, 
In whom we truſt with one gy 


— . * « 


And may we as thy deep * BE OWNED BY THEE 


